
Friends of Greaves Park 
funding successes
Councillor Abi Mills (left), as Chair of Friends of Greaves 
Park, has successfully applied for funding from two 
pots of money, for work party equipment, breathable 
high-visibility jackets and insurance for events. Abi has 
also managed to get the Council to replace the dog mess 
bins with general waste bins, which will hopefully make 
a difference to the amount of litter in the park. Look out 
for details of a consultation in May about the master plan 
being developed. Exciting times and more improvements 
for FoGP! (See short video of Abi clearing the Ashton 
Road pavement on the Green Party website news page – 
March 1st!)

Don’t let the Government keep us in 
the dark over Fracking 
County councillor Gina Dowding has 
persuaded Lancashire County Council 
to demand that the Government release 
information on the impact that fracking 
will have on rural communities. A report 
Shale Gas – Rural Economy Impacts 
published by the Government last year 
was ‘redacted’ and had much of the 
information in it blanked out.

Gina said, ‘We should know the full 
facts about the economic, social and 
environmental risks of this new form of 
gas extraction in the UK.’ The County 

will now write to the Secretary of State 
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
asking for the full report.

Meanwhile, the proposed planning 
application for the Arna Wood Solar Farm 
has been delayed as the developers have 
been asked to submit new reports. Chris 
Norman, Green candidate, says, ‘it is now 
hoped that the significant visual impact 
of the development will be re-assessed and 
that thorough environmental studies will 
be carried out, before a decision is made.’
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Your council candidates 
for Scotforth West
Green City Councillor Abi Mills�, elected last 
May in a by-election, has lived with her family 
for nearly twenty years in the heart of Scotforth 
West ward. She is a childminder, a Forest 
School Leader and a mum of three children 
who attend local schools. Abi helped to establish 
and continues to co-ordinate the Friends of 
Greaves Park group and also recently joined 
the 16th Lancaster Scouts Committee, based on 
Dorrington Road.

Paul Stubbins�, Green candidate for Scotforth 
West, lives in Bowerham and teaches maths at 
a secondary school in Poulton-le-Fylde. He is an 
active member of Dynamo Cycle Campaign, and 
puts huge efforts into broadening access to cycling 
for sustainable living. He has volunteered as a 
Samaritan for 18 years: as well as being a listener, 
he has held roles such as branch chairman and 
leader of outreach work to provide better support 
for those who are isolated or in crisis.

Chris� Norman was brought up in Bare and 
is a Registered Adult Nurse. He now works 
at the RLI teaching clinical skills to Medical 
School students. Chris serves as a Governor 
at Bowerham Primary School which his two 
sons attend. As Chair of his local Residents 
Association in Aldcliffe he has helped challenge 
the Council’s housing policy and is working to 
prevent the loss of green fields to unsustainable 
new housing sprawl.

LATEST NEWS
from the city, county and national scene

City Council 
Budget
The City Council has set 
a budget with a Council 
Tax increase of 1.99% (or 
£3.98 per year on a band D 
property). Important services 
have been retained despite 
a £1.7 million funding cut 
from central government, 
although £1 million has 
been contributed from 
balances to achieve this. 
Council officers are advising 
that a further £3.5m of 
savings must be found by 
2018. Green councillors 
supported the retention of 
additional funding for Police 
Community Support Officers 
and reducing the number of 
empty homes in the district, 
plus a small increase in street 

Makeover for Ashton Road
Acting immediately upon hearing local residents’ 
concerns last month Green candidate Paul Stubbins 
arranged the clearing 
of the pathway between 
Princess Ave and Bridge 
Rd which was becoming 
blocked with mud 
and debris. Paul also 
organised a litter pick 
on the lower stretch 
where steps descend 
from Ashton Rd to 
the railway line. He 
has since made contact 
with Ripley School to 
establish a project to 
clear the vegetation 
further and to do some planting (possibly something 
edible, as well as low maintenance), work that should 
begin after Easter. Ripley School are going to add this 
to their litter monitoring rounds, so we hope this will 
keep this area much tidier.

Stop waste in the NHS ‘market’
Green Party general election candidate Chris Coates (who will be 
standing down as Scotforth West City Councillor) is supporting 
an NHS bill designed to restore the NHS as an accountable public 
service. This would include abolishing the purchaser–provider split 
and joining up health and social care services. ‘Market structures 
in the NHS cost more than £10 bn a year – money that could be 
better spent on patient care,’ Green MP Caroline Lucas told the 
prime minister in parliament before proposing the bill. For details 
see www.nhsbill2015.org



News in brief
Piccadilly Road es�s�ential 
maintenance: Despite 
previous notice from the 
County Council, essential 
patching work on Piccadilly 
did not take place in 
January. But due to local 
residents and Green 
Councillors lobbying for 
funding to be reinstated, 
works are taking place 
imminently. 

De Vitre field – land 
trans�fer get nearer: North 
Lancashire Community 
Land Trust – a key partner 
in plans to lease the De 
Vitre field (owned by 
Lancashire Care NHS 
Trust) as a community 

growing space has been 
successful in getting 
funding from the 
University Wind Turbine 
fund. This will pay for 
legal fees to secure transfer 
of the land. Councillor 
Gina Dowding is helping 
move this project slowly 
forward!   

Speeding on As�hton 
Road: County Cllr Gina 
Dowding is continuing to 
lobby for speed restrictions 
on Ashton Rd A588 near 
Lunecliffe Rd. Meanwhile 
County highways say there 
will be speeding detection 
every couple of months. 
Gina is also working to 

represent residents’ concerns 
about speeding of HGVs 
around the United Utilities 
plants at Lunecliffe and 
Stodday.

As�hton Rd and Princes�s� 
Ave cul-de-s�ac parking 
changes�: County 
Councillor Gina Dowding 
has been told that 
following consultation 
with residents about 
parking changes the Traffic 
Regulation Order will be 
advertised in May or June. 
Gina has tried to push 
for quicker progress but is 
aware of the pressures in 
the highways department.

City Council Elections and 
General Election on 7 May
At the elections on 7 May, voters will have 
two ballot papers. One is for the General 
Election, to elect your MP. The other is to 
elect three City Councillors for Scotforth 
West ward.

You don’t have to vote for the same party in 
both elections.

If you want to check whether you are 
registered to vote visit www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote or ring 01524 582905

Contact us 
City Councillor Abi Mills 
01524 389069 
childminderabi@gmail.com

Paul Stubbins 
01524 33506 
paul@paulstubbins.co.uk             

Chris Norman 
07866 128380 
christopher-norman@hotmail.
com

County Cllr Gina Dowding 
07838 793674 
gina.dowding@lancashire.gov.uk

Join us on Facebook: North 
Lancashire Green Party 
Twitter:@NorthLancsGreen

www.northlancs.greenparty.
org.uk
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